
Formative Assessment Exemplar 

Content Area:  

Science 

Grade, Unit Number, Title:  

7th grade, Unit 3, Ecosystems 

Formative Assessment Name:  

Four Corners / Think, Pair Share 

Description of Assessment 

 Four Corners: A great way to get students out of their desks and moving is the four corners strategy. Some 

students learn better when they are moving so this strategy appeals to their learning preference. In each corner 

of the room, provide a label. Label one corner, “Strongly Agree,” one corner, “Agree,” the third corner, 

“Disagree,” and the final corner, “Strongly Disagree.” Call out a fact or statement about the current unit of 

study. Students go and stand in the corner that matches their response.  

 Think/Pair/Share: Upon reaching their chosen corner, students partner to share reasoning and rationale of their 

choice.  Have one or two students from each corner share their answers with the rest of the class.  

 Possible Questions to ask during unit:  

o During primary succession, lichens and moss are considered to be pioneer species. (Student decides the 

level in which they agree: refer to first bullet)  

o Radiant energy is transformed into chemical energy through the process of photosynthesis.  (Student 

decides the level in which they agree: refer to first bullet) 

o In an energy pyramid producers are considered herbivores.  (Student decides the level in which they 

agree: refer to first bullet) 

o A food web is made up of multiple food chains.  (Student decides the level in which they agree: refer to 

first bullet) 

o A microhabitat can support abiotic and biotic factors. (Student decides the level in which they agree: 

refer to first bullet) 

o The more diverse an ecosystem, the more likely it will be able to support a variety of organisms. 

(Student decides the level in which they agree: refer to first bullet) 

How will the data gained from this assessment process inform future instruction?  What will you do with the 

information?   

By listening to the students as they discuss their reasons and share them with the class, you are provided with 

information that can guide future lessons.  If a teacher / facilitator were introducing a unit using this formative 

assessment, future small groups and center instruction can appropriately be determined to provide personalized 

instruction.   

Furthermore, if this strategy were used after content instruction had been delivered, a teacher can assess for a level of 

understanding.  For example, if the majority of the class disagrees with “The more diverse an ecosystem, the more likely 

it will be able to support a variety of organisms,” the teacher  / facilitator can infer students do not comprehend key 

vocabulary (biodiversity and sustainability).  Teacher / facilitator could use a vocabulary strategy such as a Frayer Model 

in stations to reinforce these terms.   

Helpful Links 

 Four corner assessment video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ise_TGcETgU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ise_TGcETgU


Additional files, documents, or pics: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaborators:   The Superb 7th Science Superstars (AKA: S7SS)!!!!   


